
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whenever right-wing populism raises its head in the middle of European 
democracies, journalists, poli�cians and scholars alike speculate about 
‚democracy in crisis‘ and the nearing end of liberal concepts of living. In a panel 
debate with three dis�nguished theatre scholars we would like to explore the 
role of theatre in democra�c socie�es. Is theatre a proper means, a public forum 
for discourse, to foster, enrich, maybe even stabilize democra�c socie�es? Might 
theatre’s cri�cal stance to society instead of ini�a�ng change rather support a 
gesture of withdrawal from poli�cs? How can theatre ins�tu�ons become 
immune to an�-democra�c atacks? How democra�c are they on the inside? 
Star�ng from par�cular historical moments in theatre, together with our guests, 
we will inves�gate these ques�ons to maybe gain a beter understanding of 
theatre and democracy today. 
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